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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 47, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 16 November 2017 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the Deputy First 
Minister (John Swinney). 
 
3. Incontinence in Scotland: The Parliament debated S5M-08218 in the name of 
Alex Cole-Hamilton—That the Parliament understands that incontinence has the 
potential to affect everyone at some point and that the condition can arise as a 
symptom of a range of varied medical conditions, such as obesity, traumatic 
childbirth and muscle weakness; believes that 20% of women between 17 and 30 
will experience so-called giggle incontinence, which has the potential to lead to 
greater complications in later life, in particular the need for surgical interventions, 
including transvaginal mesh implants; understands that the only country to have 
calculated the costs associated with this is Australia, which estimates these to be 
around $43 billion (£25 billion) per year as they go beyond the provision of sanitary 
wear, medication and surgery, and include the cost of dealing with the depression 
and anxiety that can arise; recognises what it sees as the importance of 
physiotherapy in alleviating the symptoms, and notes that, when provided early, this 
has reportedly proved effective in 80% of cases; understands that there is no formal 
training around basic incontinence prevention in Scotland for the midwifery, health 
visitor or physiotherapist workforce; acknowledges the taboo around the subject, 
which, it believes, suppresses an open discussion about it and often prevents people 
experiencing the condition from seeking help, and notes the view that the case for a 
national incontinence strategy is compelling, as it would be important to improving 
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the life quality of hundreds of thousands of people in Edinburgh and across the 
country and would be of benefit to the public purse. 
 
4. Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill: Tom Arthur, on 
behalf of the Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill Committee, 
moved S5M-08649—That the Parliament agrees to the general principles of the Pow 
of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill and that the bill should proceed as 
a private bill. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
5. Scottish Government Support for Veterans and the Armed Forces 
Community in Scotland: The Cabinet Secretary for the Economy, Jobs and Fair 
Work (Keith Brown) moved S5M-08855—That the Parliament recognises and values 
the contribution of the armed forces and veterans community to Scotland; notes the 
work of the Scottish Veterans Commissioner as described in his reports on 
transition, housing and employability, skills and learning, and agrees that the 
Scottish Government should continue to work in partnership to ensure that the 
armed forces, veterans and their families receive the best possible support and 
access to opportunities across Scotland.  
 
Maurice Corry moved amendment S5M-08855.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-08855 in the name of Keith Brown (Scottish 
Government Support for Veterans and the Armed Forces Community in 
Scotland), after “skills and learning” insert “; further notes the importance of 
third sector veterans’ charities in caring for the welfare of the armed forces and 
veterans community and of ensuring that such charities are able to survive and 
thrive into the future”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to (DT). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament recognises and values 
the contribution of the armed forces and veterans community to Scotland; notes the 
work of the Scottish Veterans Commissioner as described in his reports on 
transition, housing and employability, skills and learning; further notes the 
importance of third sector veterans’ charities in caring for the welfare of the armed 
forces and veterans community and of ensuring that such charities are able to 
survive and thrive into the future, and agrees that the Scottish Government should 
continue to work in partnership to ensure that the armed forces, veterans and their 
families receive the best possible support and access to opportunities across 
Scotland. 
 
6. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved S5M-08863—That the Parliament agrees that consideration of the Domestic 
Abuse (Scotland) Bill at stage 2 be completed by 8 December 2017. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
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7. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved S5M-08864—That the Parliament agrees that consideration of the Wild 
Animals in Travelling Circuses (Scotland) Bill at stage 2 be completed by 1 
December 2017. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
8. Parliamentary Bureau Motions: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved— 
 

S5M-08865: Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the Budget 
(Scotland) Act 2017 Amendment Regulations 2017 [draft] be approved. 
 
S5M-08866: Designation of Lead Committee—That the Parliament agrees 
that the Equalities and Human Rights Committee be designated as the lead 
committee in consideration of the Historical Sexual Offences (Pardons and 
Disregards) (Scotland) Bill at stage 1. 
 
S5M-8961: Membership on Committees—That the Parliament agrees that 
the following changes to committee membership apply from close of business 
on Thursday 16 November 2017— 
 

Colin Beattie be appointed to replace Gil Paterson as a member of the 
Economy Jobs and Fair Work Committee; 

Tom Arthur be appointed to replace Ash Denham as a member of the 
Economy Jobs and Fair Work Committee; 

Emma Harper be appointed to replace Maree Todd as a member of the 
Health and Sport Committee; 

Sandra White be appointed to replace Tom Arthur as a member of the 
Health and Sport Committee; 

Ash Denham be appointed to replace Clare Haughey as a member of the 
Health and Sport Committee; 

Stewart Stevenson be appointed to replace Emma Harper as a member of 
the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee; 

Richard Lochhead be appointed to replace Clare Haughey as a member 
of the Education and Skills Committee; 

George Adam be appointed to replace Colin Beattie as a member of the 
Education and Skills Committee; 

Clare Haughey be appointed to replace Clare Adamson as a member of 
the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee; and 

Clare Adamson be appointed to replace Sandra White as a member of the 
Social Security Committee. 

The motions were agreed to (DT). 
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9. Motion without notice: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved a motion under Rule 11.2.4 to bring forward Decision Time. The motion was 
agreed to. 
 
10. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 4, 5 and 8 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 4.46 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

16 November 2017 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Negative instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 16 November 2017 and 
is subject to the negative procedure— 
 
First-tier Tribunal for Scotland Health and Education Chamber and General 
Regulatory Chamber Charity Appeals (Procedure) (Miscellaneous Amendments) 
Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/398) 
laid under section 79(3) of the Tribunals (Scotland) Act 2014  
 

Committee Reports 

 
The following report was published on 17 November 2017— 
 
Justice Committee, 19th Report, 2017 (Session 5): Telecommunications Restriction 
Orders (Custodial Institutions) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 [draft] (SP Paper 232)  
 
Other Documents 
 
The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 16 November 2017 and 
are not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Mental Health Tribunal for Scotland Annual Report 2016/2017 SG/2017/249 laid 
under Paragraph 14(3) of schedule 2 to the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) 
(Scotland) Act 2003 
 
HMICS Local Policing and Inspection Programme Inspection of Tayside 
Division Report HMICS  2017/07 laid under section 79(3) of the Police and Fire 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 
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