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BUSINESS BULLETIN No. 247/2012 

Thursday 17 May 2012 
 

Summary of Today’s Business 

Meeting of the Parliament 

 
9.15 am  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
followed by  Scottish Labour Party Business: Justice  
followed by Scottish Labour Party Business: Health  
11.40 am  General Question Time  
12.00 pm  First Minister’s Question Time  
12.30 pm Members’ Business – S4M-02321 Paul Wheelhouse: Addressing 

Alcohol Abuse among Scotland’s Armed Forces  
2.15 pm  Themed Question Time 
  Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy  
2.55 pm  Scottish Government Debate: Meeting the Challenge - Physical Activity 

and its contribution to tackling Obesity  
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
followed by Members’ Business – S4M-02253 Christine Grahame: Commemorating 

James Graham, Marquis of Montrose and Member of the First Scots 
Parliament  

 

For full details of today’s business, see Section A.  For full details of the future 
business, see sections B and C. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section A – Today’s Business 

Meeting of the Parliament 

9.15 am  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by  Scottish Labour Party Business: Justice 
 
 S4M-02906 Lewis Macdonald: Justice—That the Parliament 

recognises the key role played by civilian staff in Scotland’s 
police forces in helping to protect communities; believes that 
the role they play is essential to ensuring that police officers can 
perform their main role of keeping Scotland’s communities safe; 
shares the growing concern that cuts to civilian posts are taking 
police officers off the front line to perform tasks better suited to 
civilian staff; notes that the number of civilian staff is now at its 
lowest level across Scotland since 2005 and believes that such 
cuts are detrimental to the ability of the police service to protect 
the public, and in the interests of the future of policing in 
Scotland, calls on the Scottish Government to undertake an 
independent audit of cuts implemented or planned to civilian 
posts and report the outcome to the Parliament. 

 
  The Presiding Officer has selected the following 

amendments 
 

  S4M-02906.2 Kenny MacAskill: Justice—As an 
amendment to motion S4M-02906 in the name of Lewis 
Macdonald (Justice), leave out from first “believes” to end 
and insert “recognises and values the dedication and hard 
work of police staff and police officers in Scotland, which 
have resulted in a 35-year low in recorded crime; agrees 
that reform is essential to protect policing from UK 
Government budget cuts and that police reform will 
protect local services, create more equal access to 
specialist support and national services and strengthen 
the connection between services and communities while 
removing costly duplication; notes the strong progress 
being made to deliver a single police service of Scotland; 
recognises that civilian support staff will continue to play 
an important role in the new police service of Scotland, 
and supports the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
continue to work closely with staff associations and unions 
to ensure a smooth transition to the new police service of 
Scotland.” 
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  S4M-02906.1 Alison McInnes: Justice—As an 

amendment to motion S4M-02906 in the name of Lewis 
Macdonald (Justice), after “public” insert “; is concerned 
that the Scottish Government’s rushed timetable for the 
implementation of a national police force, along with 
unrealistic savings targets, will serve to exacerbate the 
problem and lead to significant further redundancies 
among civilian staff”. 

 
followed by Scottish Labour Party Business: Health 
 
 S4M-02905 Jackie Baillie: Health—That the Parliament 

welcomes the progress on waiting times since 1999 
underpinned by the hard work of NHS staff, however notes that 
recent progress has been in a context of declining staff 
numbers; also welcomes the principle of the New Ways waiting 
times system initiated by the previous Labour-Liberal Democrat 
administration and implemented by the current SNP 
administration; however believes that, for waiting times 
guarantees to be meaningful, the public must have confidence 
that published statistics are a true reflection of actual waiting 
times; therefore expresses concern at reports identifying the 
misuse of social unavailability codes in NHS Lothian as well as 
allegations of a culture of bullying and intimidation in relation to 
meeting targets, particularly given that an internal investigation 
failed to fully uncover such problems; also notes that the NHS 
Information Services Division (ISD) figures show that the 
number of patients across Scotland being removed from normal 
waiting time guarantees for so-called social reasons increased 
from below 5,000 to as many as 20,662 for inpatient or day-
case admissions between 2008 and 2011; is alarmed by 
newspaper reports that the ISD has raised concerns about high 
levels of social unavailability with a number of NHS boards in 
recent years; also notes the comments of Audit Scotland that it 
shares widespread concern that there is evidence pointing to 
the inappropriate use of this code and therefore welcomes the 
decision by the Auditor General for Scotland to carry out an 
independent examination of the use of social unavailability 
codes by NHS boards across Scotland, and believes that this is 
a necessary step if confidence is to begin to be restored in the 
integrity of published waiting times statistics and to properly 
establish that there are no hidden waiting lists. 

 
  The Presiding Officer has selected the following 

amendment 
 

  S4M-02905.1 Nicola Sturgeon: Health—As an 
amendment to motion S4M-02905 in the name of Jackie 
Baillie (Health), leave out from first “welcomes” to end and 
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insert “recognises the substantial progress made in 
reducing waiting times under both this and previous 
administrations; recognises that this is due to the hard 
work of all NHS staff in delivering shorter waiting times for 
patients across Scotland and in particular commends staff 
for continuing to achieve the 62-day cancer time target 
that was missed during the last Labour-led administration; 
welcomes the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 and the 
introduction of the treatment time guarantee later this 
year, which will help ensure that there is no return to the 
hidden waiting lists of the last Labour-led administration 
under which over 35,000 patients were denied their 
treatment guarantee; recognises that waiting times targets 
need to be properly monitored and therefore welcomes 
the forthcoming NHS boards’ reviews of their waiting 
times practices; further welcomes the fact that Audit 
Scotland will conduct a separate review of waiting times to 
build on its 2010 review, and believes that, taken 
together, these reviews will provide assurance about the 
transparency of waiting times across Scotland.” 

 
11.40 am  General Question Time 
 
1. Stewart Maxwell: To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on Finland’s 
approach to education. (S4O-00999) 

2. Nanette Milne: To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made on 
increasing the number of new farming entrants. (S4O-01000) 

3. John Scott: To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with 
COSLA and local authorities about the reducing availability of supply teachers in 
certain areas. (S4O-01001) 

4. Richard Lyle: To ask the Scottish Executive how the recently announced 
additional funding of £150,000 for Housing Options Hubs will be used to best refocus 
services to look at individuals’ housing options. (S4O-01002) 

5. Fiona McLeod: To ask the Scottish Executive how it promotes better transport 
links to public facilities. (S4O-01003) 

6. Jamie McGrigor: To ask the Scottish Executive, in light of the potential impact on 
the construction industry, what its position is on the UBC Group entering 
administration. (S4O-01004) 

7. Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Executive what consultations Scottish Water 
must hold with communities prior to making changes to their water supply. (S4O-
01005) 

8. Kevin Stewart: To ask the Scottish Executive what recent discussions it has had 
with the UK Government regarding devolving air passenger duty. (S4O-01006) 
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9. Bob Doris: To ask the Scottish Executive how the Early Years Change Fund 
improves childcare for pre-school children. (S4O-01007) 

10. Claudia Beamish: To ask the Scottish Executive how it will ensure that, following 
the reduction in its operating budget, the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
does not reduce the number of inspections that it carries out. (S4O-01008) 
 
12.00 pm  First Minister’s Question Time 
 
1. Johann Lamont: To ask the First Minister what engagements he has planned for 
the rest of the day. (S4F-00671) 

2. Ruth Davidson: To ask the First Minister when he will next meet the Prime 
Minister. (S4F-00667) 

3. Liam McArthur: To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish Government is 
taking to provide support to families fostering disabled children. (S4F-00675) 

4. Bob Doris: To ask the First Minister what the findings are of the latest research on 
the effects of minimum pricing of alcohol. (S4F-00673) 

5. Richard Simpson: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government’s 
response is to the finding in the report by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society in 
Scotland that care home patients are being prescribed powerful drugs for long 
periods of time without proper checks. (S4F-00682) 

6. John Lamont: To ask the First Minister, in light of the Scottish Government’s 
recent decision to hire a PR firm, what its position is on whether a mechanism should 
be established to ensure that such services are not used for party-political purposes. 
(S4F-00688) 

12.30 pm Members’ Business 
 
 Debate on the subject of— 
 
 S4M-02321 Paul Wheelhouse: Addressing Alcohol Abuse 

among Scotland’s Armed Forces—That the Parliament 
recognises the work of veterans in Scotland and the sacrifices 
that they have made during their time in the armed forces; 
understands that there is a reportedly high level of substance 
misuse, particularly involving alcohol, among not only veterans, 
but also serving personnel; expresses concern at what it sees 
as the limited action that has been taken to support those with 
such problems; notes that the organisation, Combat Stress, has 
argued that many addiction problems are linked to self-
medication for mental health problems; understands that 
research by Poppyscotland suggests that veterans in Scotland 
are more likely to experience alcohol misuse and homelessness 
than those from the rest of the UK; notes that 13% of serving 
personnel who responded to a King’s College Centre for Military 
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Health research study said that alcohol misuse was a problem 
for them and that 26% of these respondents were under 25; 
further notes the evaluation of the Gateways for Veterans pilot 
scheme in Inverclyde, which claimed that “vulnerable veterans 
in Scotland may be at particular risk of abusing alcohol due to 
the exacerbating factor of a culture of drinking in Scotland”; 
supports the Inverclyde initiative and other similar work, 
including that carried out by Veterans Scotland, its member 
organisations and other groups that provide support for 
veterans on matters such as substance abuse, homelessness 
and employment opportunities and in tackling the drinking 
culture that it believes exists in the armed forces; recognises 
the work of organisations such as the NHS that aim to provide 
the necessary support to armed services personnel who leave 
the forces with a substance misuse problem, and notes the 
calls from veterans’ organisations to the Ministry of Defence to 
provide greater welfare support to veterans and serving armed 
forces personnel to significantly reduce the incidence of alcohol 
abuse and its subsequent impact on the lives of veterans once 
they have completed their service. 

 
2.15 pm  Themed Question Time 
 

Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy 

1. Annabel Goldie: To ask the Scottish Executive how it will improve access to 
mental health services for carers with mental health issues. (S4O-01009) 

2. Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Executive what projections have been made 
of the number of people with osteoarthritis in the next 10 years and the impact on the 
NHS. (S4O-01010) 

3. Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Executive what recent discussions 
ministers have had with NHS Grampian regarding waiting times. (S4O-01011) 

4. David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide an update on 
the recent outbreak of Clostridium difficile at Raigmore Hospital. (S4O-01012) 

5. Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Executive what the public consultation process 
is when NHS boards are considering where to locate new-build community health 
facilities. (S4O-01013) 

6. Duncan McNeil: To ask the Scottish Executive how it ensures that the work of the 
NHS National Planning Forum and its subgroups is widely reported. (S4O-01014) 

7. Hanzala Malik: To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to reduce 
waiting times in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. (S4O-01015) 

8. Gil Paterson: To ask the Scottish Executive what it is doing to tackle obesity 
among school children. (S4O-01016) 
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9. Patricia Ferguson: [Not Lodged] 

10. Jean Urquhart: To ask the Scottish Executive what the outcome is of the trial of 
using retained staff to provide ambulance cover in the Shetland Islands. (S4O-01018) 

11. Alex Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Executive what it is doing to raise 
awareness of the early symptoms of lung cancer in risk groups. (S4O-01019) 

12. Jenny Marra: To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it has taken to ensure 
that NHS Tayside meets the nationally agreed targets for day cases. (S4O-01020) 

13. Mike MacKenzie: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide an update 
on the integration of health and social care. (S4O-01021) 

14. Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Executive how the rate of adult registrations 
with an NHS dentist in Orkney compares with the national average and what plans 
the Scottish Government has to improve the situation for patients in the islands. 
(S4O-01022) 

15. Dave Thompson: To ask the Scottish Executive what support is available for 
GPs in remote and rural areas. (S4O-01023) 

16. Graeme Dey: To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on providing 
selective dorsal rhizotomy on the NHS. (S4O-01024) 

17. Marco Biagi: To ask the Scottish Executive what benefits will be seen in 
Edinburgh from the 2014 Commonwealth Games. (S4O-01025) 

18. Liz Smith: [Withdrawn] 

19. Rob Gibson: To ask the Scottish Executive what the implications are of the 
discovery of faults in Scottish Ambulance Service air ambulance helicopters. (S4O-
01027) 

20. Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on the 
possible impact on public health of the Fife Diet Food Manifesto 2012. (S4O-01028) 

2.55 pm  Scottish Government Debate: Meeting the Challenge, Physical 
Activity and its Contribution to Tackling Obesity 

 
 S4M-02904 Shona Robison: Meeting the Challenge, 

Physical Activity and its Contribution to Tackling Obesity—
That the Parliament notes the detrimental health impact that 
obesity can have on individuals, including an increased risk of 
type 2 diabetes, heart disease and some cancers, and the 
strain that it places on NHS resources and the wider economy; 
acknowledges the key contribution that physical activity can 
make to tackling these issues; recognises that, in Scotland, 
levels of participation in physical activity are increasing, defying 
the international trend; welcomes the Scottish Government’s 



 9

commitment to and initiatives promoting and encouraging 
physical activity across all Scottish communities; notes the 
scale of the challenge in getting people more active, and 
supports the drive to create a lasting active legacy for the 2014 
Commonwealth Games. 

 
  The Presiding Officer has selected the following 

amendments 
 

  S4M-02904.3 Richard Simpson: Meeting the 
Challenge, Physical Activity and its Contribution to 
Tackling Obesity—As an amendment to motion S4M-
02904 in the name of Shona Robison (Meeting the 
Challenge, Physical Activity and its Contribution to 
Tackling Obesity), insert at end “but, in noting the 
importance of establishing good habits of physical activity 
from an early age, regrets that the SNP’s manifesto 
pledge of two hours per week of quality physical 
education has been delayed and watered down.” 

 
  S4M-02904.2 Nanette Milne: Meeting the Challenge, 

Physical Activity and its Contribution to Tackling 
Obesity—As an amendment to motion S4M-02904 in the 
name of Shona Robison (Meeting the Challenge, Physical 
Activity and its Contribution to Tackling Obesity), after 
“trend;” insert “notes, however, that the Scottish 
Government has not succeeded in delivering on its 2007 
pledge to provide two hours of physical education per 
week for all school children in Scotland, but”. 

 
  S4M-02904.1 Alison Johnstone: Meeting the 

Challenge, Physical Activity and its Contribution to 
Tackling Obesity—As an amendment to motion S4M-
02904 in the name of Shona Robison (Meeting the 
Challenge, Physical Activity and its Contribution to 
Tackling Obesity), after first “active” insert “; considers 
physical activity among children and young people to be a 
priority; recognises the important role that the design of 
the built environment, active travel and access to open 
space have in promoting a culture of informal physical 
activity; considers improving facilities and reducing costs 
to users to be preventative spend and key to enhancing 
participation in sport and physical activity”. 

 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
 
followed by Members’ Business 
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 Debate on the subject of— 
 
 S4M-02253 Christine Grahame: Commemorating James 

Graham, Marquis of Montrose and Member of the First 
Scots Parliament—That the Parliament notes that 2012 is the 
400th anniversary of the birth of James Graham, fifth Earl and 
first Marquis of Montrose, considered to be one of Scotland’s 
finest battlefield commanders, poet and political thinker, and, as 
a member of the first Scottish Parliament from 1636 until 1641, 
he was a commissioner on the Committee of Estates, which 
acted to some extent as a committee of public safety, and 
became the formal opposition to the king; notes that there will 
be a service of commemoration at St Giles Cathedral on 21 
May where his embalmed heart and bones are interred; 
considers that this important period of 17th century Scotland is 
little known and little taught despite its relevance to the current 
constitutional debate in Scotland, and believes that it is further 
evidence that Scots should be more aware of their own distinct 
history as the constitutional present and the future are the 
progeny of the past. 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section B – Future Meetings of the Parliament 

Business Programme agreed by the Parliament on 16 May 2012 
Wednesday 23 May 2012 
 
2.30 pm  Time for Reflection 
 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by  Stage 1 Debate: Welfare Reform (Further Provision) (Scotland) 

Bill 
 
followed by  Business Motions 
 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
 
followed by  Members’ Business – S4M-02580 Jenny Marra: Deaf 

Awareness Week (for text of motion see Section F of the 
Business Bulletin for Tuesday 10 April 2012) 

 
Thursday 24 May 2012 
 
9.15 am  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by  Scottish Government Debate: Why Languages Matter – 

Improving Young People’s Opportunities 
 
11.40 am  General Question Time (for text of General Questions see 

Section D) 
 
12.00 pm  First Minister’s Question Time 
 
2.00 pm  Themed Question Time 
 Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
 Culture and External Affairs (for text of Themed Questions see 

Section D) 
 
2.40 pm  Stage 3 Proceedings: Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill 
 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
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followed by Members’ Business – S4M-02485 Kenneth Gibson: Glasgow 

Epilepsy Genetics Service (for text of motion see Section F of 
the Business Bulletin for Tuesday 27 March 2012) 

 
Wednesday 30 May 2012 
 
2.30 pm  Time for Reflection 
 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by  Scottish Government Business 
 
followed by  Business Motions 
 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
 
followed by  Members’ Business 
 
Thursday 31 May 2012 
 
9.15 am  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by  Stage 3 Proceedings: Land Registration etc. (Scotland) Bill 
 
11.40 am  General Question Time (for names of those Members selected 

for General Questions see Section D) 
 
12.00 pm  First Minister’s Question Time 
 
2.15 pm  Themed Question Time 
 Education and Lifelong Learning (for names of those Members 

selected for Themed Questions see Section D) 
 
2.55 pm  Scottish Government Business 
 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
 
followed by Members’ Business 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section D - Oral questions selected for answer on 24 May 2012 

Question Time 

General 

1. Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will undertake an audit of rural 
policing resources and police stations prior to the establishment of a single police 
force. (S4O-01029) 

2. Annabel Goldie: To ask the Scottish Executive what progress is being made to 
ensure the continued independent monitoring of prisons. (S4O-01030) 

3. Nigel Don: To ask the Scottish Executive whether a scheme promoted under the 
Flood Prevention (Scotland) Act 1961, which does not yet have confirmed statutory 
consents, will be eligible for grant support, including beyond the current spending 
review period, and to a level of 80% of eligible costs. (S4O-01031) 

4. Colin Beattie: To ask Scottish Executive whether it plans to introduce legislation 
regulating the use of air rifles. (S4O-01032) 

5. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on RGR 
Foundry Limited’s plans to build a new foundry at Fife Energy Park in order to supply 
the offshore wind market. (S4O-01033) 

6. Kenneth Gibson: To ask the Scottish Executive what it considers the most 
significant improvements have been to patient care in the Ayrshire and Arran NHS 
board area since 2007. (S4O-01034) 

7. Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions the Minister for 
Local Government and Planning has had with Aberdeen City Council regarding its 
plans to improve public buildings. (S4O-01035) 

8. Gavin Brown: To ask the Scottish Executive when it last met Scottish Enterprise. 
(S4O-01036) 

9. Jean Urquhart: To ask the Scottish Executive whether part of its preventative 
spend budget will be spent on health matters. (S4O-01037) 

10. Fiona McLeod: To ask the Scottish Executive whether licensing laws include 
provisions to ensure that the licensee is a fit and proper person. (S4O-01038) 
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Infrastructure and Capital Investment 

1. Ken Macintosh: To ask the Scottish Executive how it procures public contracts for 
supported employment. (S4O-01039) 

2. Chic Brodie: To ask the Scottish Executive when the Cabinet Secretary for 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment last met the British Geological Survey. (S4O-
01040) 

3. Alison McInnes: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is considering 
accelerating the work on upgrading the A90 between Balmedie and Tipperty. (S4O-
01041) 

4. Joe FitzPatrick: To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to ensure 
that there is adequate transport infrastructure in place for visitors to the V&A at 
Dundee. (S4O-01042) 

5. Jamie Hepburn: To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in 
implementing Scotland’s Digital Future - Infrastructure Action Plan. (S4O-01043) 

6. Paul Wheelhouse: To ask the Scottish Executive what support is provided to 
community-led regeneration in South Scotland. (S4O-01044) 

7. John Lamont: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it expects the estimated 
costs of constructing the Borders Railway to change. (S4O-01045) 

8. Annabelle Ewing: To ask the Scottish Executive what recent discussions it has 
had with veterans associations and what issues were discussed. (S4O-01046) 

9. Jamie McGrigor: To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is taking to build 
affordable housing in the Highlands and Islands. (S4O-01047) 

10. Margaret Burgess: To ask the Scottish Executive what recent discussions it has 
had with local authorities regarding the right to buy council houses. (S4O-01048) 

 

Culture and External Affairs 

1. Drew Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive how it promotes arts and culture in 
partnership with local authorities. (S4O-01049) 

2. Kevin Stewart: To ask the Scottish Executive how it supports cultural initiatives in 
Aberdeen. (S4O-01050) 

3. John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it keeps an inventory of 
historical artefacts from the Highlands and Islands that are held by museums outside 
of Scotland. (S4O-01051) 

4. Hugh Henry [Not Lodged]  



 

 15

5. Anne McTaggart: To ask the Scottish Executive what funding and leadership it 
provides to protect and maintain Charles Rennie Mackintosh buildings. (S4O-01053) 

6. Margaret McCulloch: To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on the 
report on the future of public library services by the Carnegie UK Trust. (S4O-01054) 

7. Jim Hume: To ask the Scottish Executive what major events it plans to support in 
2017. (S4O-01055) 

8. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is taking to secure a 
visit to Scotland by Aung San Suu Kyi during her planned visit to the UK in June 
2012. (S4O-01056) 

9. Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Executive what projects will be supported by 
its 2012 Edinburgh Festival’s Expo Fund. (S4O-01057) 

10. Gil Paterson: To ask the Scottish Executive what preparations are being made 
to mark St Andrew’s Day 2012. (S4O-01058) 

 

Members selected for General and Themed Questions on 31 May 2012 

The following members have been randomly selected for General and Themed 
Question times on the above date. The deadline for lodging the text of questions is 
12 noon on Wednesday 23 May 2012. These will then appear in this section of the 
Business Bulletin on Thursday 24 May 2012. 
 

Question Time 

General 

1. Stewart Maxwell 
2. Margaret McDougall 
3. Jean Urquhart 
4. Hanzala Malik 
5. Paul Wheelhouse 
6. George Adam 
7. Angus MacDonald 
8. Neil Findlay 
9. Mary Fee 
10. Malcolm Chisholm 
 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

1. Roderick Campbell 
2. John Park 
3. Dennis Robertson 
4. John Mason 
5. Tavish Scott 



 

 16

6. Margaret McCulloch 
7. Colin Beattie 
8. Bill Kidd 
9. Helen Eadie 
10. Adam Ingram 
11. Gordon MacDonald 
12. Joan McAlpine 
13. Kenneth Gibson 
14. Duncan McNeil 
15. Claudia Beamish 
16. John Pentland 
17. Marco Biagi 
18. Maureen Watt 
19. Jamie McGrigor 
20. Bob Doris 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section E – Written questions lodged on 16 May 2012 

Questions marked with a triangle (∆) are initiated by the Scottish Executive in 
order to facilitate the provision of information to the Parliament. 
 
Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 
 
S4W-07251 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive when the new IT 
performance platform for police forces will be in place. 

S4W-07252 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive what support the 
Scottish Police Services Authority is providing to ensure that the new IT performance 
platform for police forces is in place as soon as possible. 

S4W-07253 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive what changes are 
required to ensure that the new IT performance platform for police forces will operate 
under a single police force. 

S4W-07254 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive what elements of the 
new IT performance platform for police forces are in place. 

S4W-07255 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive which police forces are 
involved in the testing of the new IT performance platform. 

S4W-07256 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive where the new IT 
performance platform for police forces is located. 

S4W-07257 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive what problems the 
suppliers of the new IT performance platform for police forces are facing in 
implementing the system. 

S4W-07258 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive how much the new IT 
performance platform for police forces will cost. 

S4W-07259 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive who the suppliers are 
of the new IT performance platform for police forces and whether they have been 
paid. 

S4W-07260 Graeme Pearson: To ask the Scottish Executive whether the 
Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS) has arrangements in place 
for penalties in the event of a failure to deliver the new IT performance platform for 
police forces. 
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S4W-07262 Hugh Henry: To ask the Scottish Executive, in conducting its audit of 
the preparedness of schools to implement the new national exams, whether 
Education Scotland has been in direct contact with department heads and classroom 
teachers or solely with local authority heads of education. 

S4W-07263 Hugh Henry: To ask the Scottish Executive what steps Education 
Scotland has taken to ensure that its audit of the preparedness of schools to 
implement the new national exams has engaged with staff beyond senior 
management. 

S4W-07264 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Executive what the breakdown by 
nationality is for students entering further education in 2011-12. 

S4W-07265 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive how many children have been 
in the care of a local authority in each year since 1999. 

S4W-07266 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive how many families have been 
available to foster in each year since 1999. 

S4W-07267 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive how many children have been 
placed in foster families in each year since 1999. 

S4W-07268 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive how many children have been 
waiting for a foster family in each year since 1999. 

S4W-07269 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive how many children have been 
adopted in each year since 1999. 

S4W-07270 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Executive how many children have been 
waiting for adoption in each year since 1999. 

S4W-07271 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Executive when the laboratory 
services at the Vale of Leven Hospital will be changed and how the subsequent 
services will differ from the hospital’s current practice. 

S4W-07272 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Executive when a decision on 
laboratory services at the Vale of Leven Hospital will be made public. 

S4W-07273 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Executive what NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde’s estimate is of the cost of sending samples for laboratory testing 
from the Vale of Leven Hospital to the Royal Alexandra Hospital. 

S4W-07275 Kezia Dugdale: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
whether Sodexo staff working in the Parliament are entitled to sick pay. 

S4W-07276 Kezia Dugdale: To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to review 
the law in relation to the licensing of private hire cars. 
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S4W-07277 Kezia Dugdale: To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
local authorities having the power to limit the number of private hire car licences in 
their area. 

 





 

21 

Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section F – Motions and Amendments 

Motions and amendments are normally printed the day after they are lodged. If an 
amendment is lodged to a motion then the original motion will appear alongside 
the amendment, along with any support lodged that day, in this section. 

Each Monday, this section also contains all motions and amendments lodged the 
previous week that are still live and any motions and amendments that have been 
lodged for debate in the coming week. A motion or amendment is live if it has not 
been debated, withdrawn or otherwise deleted from the list. 

Where a motion or amendment has been withdrawn, it is indicated in this section 
the day after it has been withdrawn. Support for motions and amendments 
received after they are lodged is shown at the end of this section the day after 
such support is received. 

Motions and amendments can be published with various symbols: 

• Asterisks before the motion or amendment number indicate a motion or 
amendment published for the first time;  

• Asterisks also identify alterations to the text of a motion or amendment 
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New and altered motions and amendments 

*S4M-02931 Stuart McMillan: Disruptions to Gourock to Kilcreggan Ferry—That 
the Parliament notes with concern the reported ongoing problems affecting the 
Gourock to Kilcreggan ferry service; understands that the disruptions have led to the 
service being stopped due to alleged safety fears and that this has resulted in a 
replacement bus service being introduced; believes that many concerns have been 
raised by passengers indicating that the back-up vessel has not readily been in 
place; understands that NHS and defence industry staff are adversely affected, and 
reaffirms calls for Audit Scotland to launch an investigation into the tendering 
process. 

*S4M-02928 Stuart McMillan: Remembering George Wyllie—That the Parliament 
expresses its sadness at the death of George Wyllie, considered one of Scotland 
greatest, most thought-provoking and loved artists; notes that George, who lived in 
Gourock, was a pioneer of “social sculpture” such as the straw locomotive and the 
paper boat, which brought him international fame and commented on the decline of 
manufacturing industries on Clydeside; further notes that his play, A Day Down a 
Goldmine, commented critically on the international financial system decades before 
the banking crisis; remembers the huge amount of time that George spent with 
schools and communities all over Scotland, helping them to create their own art; 
welcomes the fact that 2012 is a year-long celebration of George’s life and work 
through the Whysman Festival, which will culminate in a retrospective exhibition at 
The Mitchell in Glasgow in November; further welcomes the news that George can 
continue to inspire a new generation thanks to a recent £158,500 grant from Creative 
Scotland to fund educational resources based on his ideas; congratulates the Chums 
of George Wyllie organisation for its role in promoting his work and raising funds to 
celebrate his legacy, and offers its deepest condolences to George’s daughters and 
grandchildren on their loss. 

Supported by: Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02927 Murdo Fraser: Spirit of Stirling Whisky Festival Success—That the 
Parliament welcomes the success of the first Spirit of Stirling Whisky Festival, which 
took place on 12 May 2012 at the Albert Halls; recognises that the event allowed 
visitors to experience some of the best whiskies that Scotland has to offer, with over 
30 distilleries and brands exhibiting at the festival as well other exhibitors related to 
the whisky industry present; notes that tickets for the festival, in its first year, were 
sold out and provided a boost to the Stirling economy; believes that whisky is one of 
Scotland’s finest products and that Stirling is an excellent location to celebrate 
national events, and wishes the festival and Scotland’s whisky industry continued 
success in future years. 

*S4M-02926 Fiona McLeod: Amy Macdonald and STV’s Appeal 2012—That 
Parliament congratulates the talented Bishopbriggs singer and songwriter, Amy 
Macdonald, for her support for the STV initiative, Appeal 2012, which aims to raise 
funds and help Scottish children and young people who are affected by poverty; 
understands that Amy Macdonald has committed to performing four gigs, in Dundee, 
Stirling, Edinburgh and Glasgow, on 12 June 2012 and that all the money raised will 
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go toward the campaign, and notes that tickets can be bought online at 
http://campaigns.stv.tv/stv-appeal/. 

*S4M-02925 Fiona McLeod: Workout at Work Day 19 June 2012—That the 
Parliament congratulates the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP) Scotland for 
promoting Workout at Work Day on 19 June 2012, giving physiotherapists across 
Scotland an opportunity to encourage people to get more active during the work day 
by promoting physical activity and exercise in the workplace, highlighting to 
employers the business benefits from having healthy and active employees thus 
ensuring fitter and healthier Scots better able to prevent musculoskeletal disorders, 
such as a bad back, or manage existing problems; notes that the CSP notes that 
exercise and active lifestyles can also make one feel happier, alleviating stress and 
depression, and recognises and appreciates the efforts made by CSP to raise 
awareness and provide advice on healthy working and active lifestyles in the 
Parliament. 

*S4M-02924 Sandra White: Congratulations to the Riverside Museum—That the 
Parliament congratulates the Riverside Museum on being named the most innovative 
museum in the fields of technology, labour and social history by the European 
Museum Academy; notes that Scotland’s Museum of Transport and Travel 
successfully competed against museums in 12 other European countries to win the 
17th annual Luigi Micheletti Award for the recognition of excellence in the sector of 
European science and industry museums; further notes that it has already attracted 
more than 1.4 million visitors since it opened in June 2011; believes that it has made 
a positive change to the surrounding area and has served as an excellent showcase 
of past, present and future transport industries in Glasgow and Scotland; commends 
its commitment to public involvement in all aspects of the museum, and trusts that it 
will continue to offer its visitors a unique and unforgettable experience. 

Supported by: Margaret Burgess*, Gordon MacDonald*, Gil Paterson*, Drew Smith*, 
Anne McTaggart*, Humza Yousaf*, Stuart McMillan*, Kenneth Gibson*, Dennis 
Robertson*, Joan McAlpine*, John Mason*, Bill Kidd*, Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02923♦ Murdo Fraser: John Muir Award—That the Parliament commends all 
the schools taking part in the John Muir Award, an educational initiative of the John 
Muir Trust; recognises that the John Muir Award is an environmental award scheme 
focused on wild places and encourages people of all ages and backgrounds to 
connect with, enjoy and care for these; acknowledges the importance of outdoor 
learning and activities for young people and thanks all the charities, groups and 
teachers in Mid-Scotland and Fife and across Scotland who dedicate their time so 
that young people can learn new skills while enjoying Scotland’s outdoors and 
appreciating its natural environment, and believes that there should be greater 
opportunities for young people to take part in environmental and outdoor award 
schemes and activities. 

*S4M-02922 James Dornan: Congratulating the Cystic Fibrosis Trust Living 
Longer, Living Better Campaign—That the Parliament welcomes the Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust’s Living Longer, Living Better campaign, which is working to increase 
awareness and knowledge of cystic fibrosis and campaign for improvements in care 
and support for the 9,000 people with the condition in the UK, which includes 
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approximately 1,000 people from Scotland; understands that cystic fibrosis is one of 
the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases; welcomes the latest 
figures that suggest that the median age of survival has increased to 41; 
acknowledges concerns that cystic fibrosis services are struggling because of the 
increased patient population; congratulates the Cystic Fibrosis Trust on its campaign, 
and wishes it every success in the future. 

Supported by: John Mason*, Joan McAlpine*, George Adam*, Claudia Beamish*, 
Margaret Burgess*, Mark McDonald*, Christina McKelvie*, Joe FitzPatrick*, Jamie 
McGrigor*, Liz Smith*, Nanette Milne*, Dennis Robertson*, Rob Gibson*, Bill Kidd*, 
Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02921 Jackie Baillie: Workout at Work Day—That the Parliament welcomes 
Workout at Work Day on 19 June 2012; recognises the importance of promoting 
exercise in the workplace and encouraging good working habits; regrets that time 
taken off work by people with a musculoskeletal disorder such as back or neck pain 
costs the UK economy £7.4 billion a year; further regrets that 31% of people 
experience pain at work at least once a week; considers that economic and personal 
costs could be greatly reduced by encouraging better working habits and also by 
providing early access to services such as physiotherapy; further considers that the 
benefits of building more physical activity into daily life include increasing productivity 
at work and improving overall health and wellbeing; congratulates the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapy for organising Workout at Work Day and promoting positive 
health messages to employees and employers, and urges NHS organisations to 
urgently implement the recommendations of the Boorman review. 

Supported by: Claire Baker*, Patricia Ferguson*, Anne McTaggart*, Mary Fee*, Iain 
Gray*, John Park*, Drew Smith*, Claudia Beamish*, Malcolm Chisholm*, Jean 
Urquhart* 

*S4M-02920 Paul Wheelhouse: East Lothian Council Right to Buy Disaster—
That the Parliament condemns the East Lothian Council Labour group for supporting 
the reintroduction of the right to buy for council houses; understands that, under the 
SNP, East Lothian Council planned to buy back 200 houses in order to compensate 
for what it considers the damaging right to buy having contributed to a shortage of 
social rented housing; considers that, under the new administration, reinstating the 
right to buy could cause a serious affordable housing shortfall as has been previously 
experienced due to the right to buy scheme; considers that the Housing (Scotland) 
Act 2010 introduced flexibility and more local control over pressurised areas in order 
to support local authorities in a way that the right to buy did not, thus improving 
affordable housing stocks; further notes that the then convener of the Local 
Government and Communities Committee, Duncan McNeil MSP, stated the 
committee’s support for the general principles of that Bill; believes that the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2010 will not allow the proposed reintroduction of the right to buy to 
happen, and calls on the Scottish Labour leader, Johann Lamont MSP, to condemn 
the actions of the East Lothian Council Labour group for supporting the reinstatement 
of what it sees as the ideologically driven right to buy policy, which, it believes, would 
have further damaging consequences for council housing supply. 
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Supported by: John Mason*, Bill Kidd*, Humza Yousaf*, Richard Lyle*, Fiona 
McLeod*, Kenneth Gibson*, Chic Brodie*, Colin Beattie*, Aileen McLeod*, Stuart 
McMillan*, Rob Gibson*, Gil Paterson*, Annabelle Ewing*, Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02919 Jamie Hepburn: Cumbernauld Shortlisted in Civic Pride Award 
2012—That the Parliament notes that Cumbernauld has been shortlisted for the Civic 
Pride Award section of the Scottish Design Awards 2012; considers that the town has 
made a strong showing in the competition process thus far due to the very real 
community spirit in Cumbernauld that the competition judge has witnessed; 
recognises the potential for this award to promote a positive image of Cumbernauld 
throughout Scotland and considers that it is a positive reflection of the residents of 
Cumbernauld, and wishes Cumbernauld and the people who call the town home all 
the best for the award ceremony on 25 May 2012. 

Supported by: Fiona McLeod*, Stuart McMillan*, Bill Kidd*, Richard Lyle*, Annabelle 
Ewing*, Dennis Robertson*, Joan McAlpine*, David Torrance*, Margaret Burgess*, 
Gordon MacDonald*, Drew Smith*, Adam Ingram*, Humza Yousaf*, Colin Beattie*, 
Anne McTaggart*, Gil Paterson*, Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02918 Rob Gibson: Short Ferry Routes Reduce CO2 Emissions—That the 
Parliament congratulates Roy Pedersen and Professor Alf Baird on winning an award 
for the best paper at the Scottish Transport Applications and Research conference 
held in the Lighthouse in Glasgow on 16 May 2012; notes that the subject of the 
paper concerns the implications of CO2 emissions for island ferry services; 
welcomes the authors’ conclusions that road and ferry emissions for passengers and 
freight between central Scotland and Orkney are markedly lower by taking the road 
and the short sea crossing from Gills Bay to St Margaret’s Hope, where the ferry 
service is unsubsidised, compared with taking the road to Aberdeen and the longer 
ferry route from there to Kirkwall, which is subsidised, and considers that Pedersen 
and Baird have encouraged debate on the best ways to deliver ferry services to 
those living in the Scottish islands. 

*S4M-02917 Jackie Baillie: Dumbarton Secondary Shortlisted to Become 
Britain’s Best School—That the Parliament congratulates Our Lady and St Patrick’s 
High School in Dumbarton on being shortlisted to become Britain’s best school; notes 
that the school is now in the final five in the secondary of the year category in the UK-
wide Times Educational Supplement’s (TES) Schools Awards; further notes that the 
head teacher, Charles Rooney, is the only Scottish nominee for head teacher of the 
year; recognises Mr Rooney’s achievements at the school since taking over 11 years 
ago, with the school receiving numerous national awards, consistently high 
examination results and the best HMIE reports in West Dunbartonshire; 
acknowledges that the TES Schools Awards celebrate and reward the 
professionalism and flair of teams making an outstanding contribution to primary, 
secondary and special schools across the UK; understands that the winners will be 
announced at the London Hilton Hotel in Park Lane on 6 July, and wishes Our Lady 
and St Patrick’s High School and its head teacher every success in the final. 

Supported by: Patricia Ferguson*, Dennis Robertson*, Richard Lyle*, Colin Beattie*, 
Anne McTaggart*, Helen Eadie*, Gil Paterson*, Jamie McGrigor*, Jean Urquhart* 
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*S4M-02916 Jackie Baillie: Her Majesty The Queen to Come to West 
Dunbartonshire—That the Parliament welcomes Her Majesty The Queen’s visit to 
West Dunbartonshire to mark her Diamond Jubilee; notes that the Queen will stop in 
Clydebank on 4 July during a series of engagements in Scotland this summer; further 
notes Her Majesty’s decision to visit Edinburgh, Glasgow, Greenock and Perth; 
encourages local communities to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and 
thanks Her Majesty for all her work since her accession to the throne in 1952. 

Supported by: Richard Lyle*, Dennis Robertson*, David Stewart*, Murdo Fraser*, 
Anne McTaggart*, John Lamont*, Jim Hume*, Margaret McCulloch*, Gil Paterson*, 
Jamie McGrigor* 

*S4M-02915 Jackie Baillie: Kilcreggan to Gourock Ferry Service Fails to Meet 
Basic Standards—That the Parliament notes the ongoing problems with the 
Gourock to Kilgreggan ferry service, operated by Clydelink on behalf of Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport (SPT), which it considers is failing to meet basic standards; 
understands that, since the new service began, there have been several days when 
the ferry has been out of commission, with only one weather-related cancellation; 
believes that passengers are having to make alternative arrangements with little 
notification of cancelled services; understands that employees working at HM Naval 
Base Clyde account for over half the daily passenger numbers on the ferry and now 
have no option other than to consider permanent alternative transport; further 
understands that the alternative arrangements in place are a bus service that takes 
three hours for a return journey, which it believes is neither acceptable nor practical 
for those using the service to get to and from their employment; believes that the 
contractual obligation to provide a replacement vessel has been broken and does not 
consider the recent provision of a 12-seater vessel to be adequate, given that more 
than 50 people travel at peak periods, and further believes that the service is so 
unreliable that SPT must take urgent action to restore confidence in the service or, 
failing that, to put the contract out for retender. 

Supported by: Patricia Ferguson*, David Stewart*, Anne McTaggart* 

*S4M-02914 David Stewart: Congratulations to Amy McCann—That the 
Parliament congratulates the Nairn teenager, Amy McCann, who has been selected 
to act as compère for the Dalai Lama’s visit to Inverness in June 2012; commends 
Amy on being selected from the finals of the Law Society of Scotland’s Donald Dewar 
Memorial Debating Tournament due to her exceptional public speaking skills; notes 
that Amy and her classmate, Ruby Downie, will visit the Parliament to compete 
against three other teams in the final of the debating tournament; considers that Amy 
will be a great ambassador for the Highlands and Islands on what it considers this 
momentous occasion, and wishes her every success for the day. 

Supported by: Helen Eadie*, Anne McTaggart*, Richard Simpson*, Dennis 
Robertson*, Richard Lyle*, Jackie Baillie*, Bill Kidd*, Rob Gibson*, Nigel Don*, Kevin 
Stewart*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance*, Patricia Ferguson*, Rhoda Grant*, John 
Finnie*, Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02913 Maureen Watt: Aker Solutions, 500 New Jobs for the North East—
That the Parliament welcomes the announcement by the oil and gas company, Aker 
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Solutions, that it will create 500 new jobs at its bases in Dyce and Portlethen; 
considers that the organisation is already a major employer in Scotland, employing 
around 2,700 people nationally; believes that the investment is testament to the 
skilled workforce in the north east and that the new jobs will provide a welcome boost 
for the region and wider Scottish economy; considers that the announcement 
demonstrates a continued investment in Scotland’s oil and gas sector, and looks 
forward to a continued and prosperous relationship with Scotland’s Norwegian 
neighbours in this industry. 

Supported by: Paul Wheelhouse*, Gordon MacDonald*, Bill Kidd*, Joan McAlpine*, 
Nanette Milne*, Fiona McLeod*, Rob Gibson*, Adam Ingram*, David Torrance*, 
Dennis Robertson*, Stuart McMillan*, Humza Yousaf*, John Mason*, Margaret 
Burgess*, Nigel Don*, Richard Lyle*, Colin Beattie*, Kenneth Gibson*, Bill Walker*, 
Gil Paterson*, Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02912 Drew Smith: Palestinian Prisoners’ Hunger Strike Ends—That the 
Parliament welcomes the ending of hunger strikes by Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails following the decision of the Israeli authorities not to renew detentions of 
Palestinian prisoners without charge; notes that this decision is to be conditional on a 
written commitment "not to engage in actions contravening security inside the jails"; 
understands that more than 1,500 Palestinian prisoners who had been on hunger 
strike in protest against their conditions and Israel’s use of administrative detention; 
further understands that two prisoners, Bilal Diab and Tha’er Halahlah, had both 
been without food for more than 70 days; notes that more than 300 prisoners could 
be freed by November, and recognises Palestinian and international calls to the 
Israeli Government demanding that international law with regard to administrative 
detention is respected, that Israel ends its policy of administrative detention and 
keeping prisoners in solitary confinement and that prisoners are allowed visits from 
their families. 

Supported by: John Finnie*, Richard Lyle*, Patricia Ferguson*, Humza Yousaf*, 
Jackie Baillie*, Iain Gray*, Roderick Campbell*, Anne McTaggart*, Richard Simpson*, 
Malcolm Chisholm*, Bill Kidd*, Neil Findlay*, Colin Beattie*, Claudia Beamish*, Jean 
Urquhart* 

*S4M-02911 Dennis Robertson: Aberdeen Airport Shortlisted for Airport of the 
Year—That the Parliament congratulates Aberdeen Airport on being shortlisted as a 
finalist for Airport of the Year in the Scottish Transport Awards 2012; understands 
that the airport has recently received several other recognitions, including a 
nomination for Frontline Employees of the Year; further congratulates the airport on 
receiving a Recycling Stars Bronze award, and acknowledges the work of Derek 
Provan, managing director, and his staff in ensuring that Aberdeen Airport is able to 
provide what it believes to be excellent transport links for Scottish businesses and 
the tourist industry. 

Supported by: Margaret Burgess*, Adam Ingram*, Annabelle Ewing*, Joan 
McAlpine*, Nanette Milne*, Mark McDonald*, Kevin Stewart*, Bill Kidd*, Rob Gibson*, 
Graeme Dey*, Nigel Don*, Richard Lyle*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance*, Humza 
Yousaf*, Gil Paterson*, Jean Urquhart* 
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*S4M-02910 Alison Johnstone: Open Space and Portobello Golf Course—That 
the Parliament considers that access to green open space is a benefit to health and 
wellbeing and is essential to supporting more sport and physical activity; notes new 
research from the OPENspace Research Centre in Edinburgh that, it believes, 
strengthens the evidence that more green space is linked to less stress in deprived 
communities; notes that the City of Edinburgh Council has identified 24 parks and 
woodlands as possible Diamond Jubilee Fields for protection in perpetuity, and 
supports calls from members of the Portobello community in Edinburgh to protect 
Portobello golf course from future development by designating it a Jubilee Field or 
granting it similar protection. 

*S4M-02909 Iain Gray: Promotion for Preston Athletic FC—That the Parliament 
congratulates Preston Athletic FC on gaining promotion to the East of Scotland 
League Premier Division; commends the players and the interim coaching team of 
Iain Houston and Billy Byrne on their achievement, and wishes the new manager, 
David Bingham, every success at the Pennypit in season 2012-13 and beyond. 

*S4M-02908 Linda Fabiani: Voluntary Arts Week 2012—That the Parliament 
congratulates Voluntary Arts Scotland as it marks the second Voluntary Arts Week 
on 12 to 19 May 2012, accompanying similar initiatives across the UK and the 
Republic of Ireland; notes that this is a celebration of 2 million adults who regularly 
and actively participate in almost 9,500 voluntary arts and crafts groups across the 
country, and considers that such activities play a vital role in the enjoyment, health 
and wellbeing of so many communities and individuals’ lives. 

Supported by: Kenneth Gibson*, John Finnie*, Anne McTaggart*, Margaret Burgess*, 
Gordon MacDonald*, Gil Paterson*, Rob Gibson*, Stuart McMillan*, Humza Yousaf*, 
Joan McAlpine*, Dennis Robertson*, Christina McKelvie*, Jamie McGrigor*, John 
Mason*, Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02907 Linda Fabiani: 2012 Templeton Prize—That the Parliament 
acknowledges that His Holiness the Dalai Lama has been honoured with the 2012 
Templeton Prize for "affirming life’s spiritual dimension"; notes that His Holiness is 
one of only two recipients to be honoured with both the Templeton Prize for Progress 
in Religion and the Nobel Prize for Peace, which he received in 1989; recognises the 
legacy of the late Sir John Templeton, who founded the prize, in his belief in 
goodness, honesty, humility and the potential link between spirituality and science, 
and welcomes His Holiness’s decision to donate the bulk of the £1 million prize to 
Save the Children India. 

Supported by: Margaret Burgess*, Stuart McMillan*, Humza Yousaf*, Jim Hume*, 
Rob Gibson*, Joan McAlpine*, Kenneth Gibson*, Christine Grahame*, John Mason*, 
Christina McKelvie*, Bill Kidd*, Jean Urquhart* 

*S4M-02906.2 Kenny MacAskill: Justice—As an amendment to motion S4M-02906 
in the name of Lewis Macdonald (Justice), leave out from first "believes” to end and 
insert “recognises and values the dedication and hard work of police staff and police 
officers in Scotland, which have resulted in a 35-year low in recorded crime; agrees 
that reform is essential to protect policing from UK Government budget cuts and that 
police reform will protect local services, create more equal access to specialist 
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support and national services and strengthen the connection between services and 
communities while removing costly duplication; notes the strong progress being 
made to deliver a single police service of Scotland; recognises that civilian support 
staff will continue to play an important role in the new police service of Scotland, and 
supports the Scottish Government’s commitment to continue to work closely with 
staff associations and unions to ensure a smooth transition to the new police service 
of Scotland.” 

Supported by: Roseanna Cunningham* 

*S4M-02906.1 Alison McInnes: Justice—As an amendment to motion S4M-02906 
in the name of Lewis Macdonald (Justice), after "public" insert "; is concerned that the 
Scottish Government’s rushed timetable for the implementation of a national police 
force, along with unrealistic savings targets, will serve to exacerbate the problem and 
lead to significant further redundancies among civilian staff". 
 
*S4M-02905.1 Nicola Sturgeon: Health—As an amendment to motion S4M-02905 
in the name of Jackie Baillie (Health), leave out from first "welcomes” to end and 
insert “recognises the substantial progress made in reducing waiting times under 
both this and previous administrations; recognises that this is due to the hard work of 
all NHS staff in delivering shorter waiting times for patients across Scotland and in 
particular commends staff for continuing to achieve the 62-day cancer time target 
that was missed during the last Labour-led administration; welcomes the Patient 
Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 and the introduction of the treatment time guarantee later 
this year, which will help ensure that there is no return to the hidden waiting lists of 
the last Labour-led administration under which over 35,000 patients were denied their 
treatment guarantee; recognises that waiting times targets need to be properly 
monitored and therefore welcomes the forthcoming NHS boards’ reviews of their 
waiting times practices; further welcomes the fact that Audit Scotland will conduct a 
separate review of waiting times to build on its 2010 review, and believes that, taken 
together, these reviews will provide assurance about the transparency of waiting 
times across Scotland.” 

Supported by: Michael Matheson* 

*S4M-02904.3 Richard Simpson: Meeting the Challenge, Physical Activity and 
its Contribution to Tackling Obesity—As an amendment to motion S4M-02904 in 
the name of Shona Robison (Meeting the Challenge, Physical Activity and its 
Contribution to Tackling Obesity), insert at end "but, in noting the importance of 
establishing good habits of physical activity from an early age, regrets that the SNP’s 
manifesto pledge of two hours per week of quality physical education has been 
delayed and watered down." 

Supported by: Patricia Ferguson* 

*S4M-02904.2 Nanette Milne: Meeting the Challenge, Physical Activity and its 
Contribution to Tackling Obesity—As an amendment to motion S4M-02904 in the 
name of Shona Robison (Meeting the Challenge, Physical Activity and its 
Contribution to Tackling Obesity), after "trend;" insert "notes, however, that the 
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Scottish Government has not succeeded in delivering on its 2007 pledge to provide 
two hours of physical education per week for all school children in Scotland, but". 

*S4M-02904.1 Alison Johnstone: Meeting the Challenge, Physical Activity and 
its Contribution to Tackling Obesity—As an amendment to motion S4M-02904 in 
the name of Shona Robison (Meeting the Challenge, Physical Activity and its 
Contribution to Tackling Obesity), after first “active” insert “; considers physical 
activity among children and young people to be a priority; recognises the important 
role that the design of the built environment, active travel and access to open space 
have in promoting a culture of informal physical activity; considers improving facilities 
and reducing costs to users to be preventative spend and key to enhancing 
participation in sport and physical activity”. 

*S4M-02899♦ Christine Grahame: A Scottish Media Panel—That the Parliament 
would welcome a panel of experts to provide advice to ministers on Scotland’s media 
industry to help identify a strategy and direction, to help enable stability and growth 
and ensure that there is no democratic deficit in reporting on the Parliament and 
politics at what it considers this most important time of social and political change in 
the Scottish Borders, Midlothian and elsewhere in Scotland; while acknowledging 
that this is a time of financial restraint, believes that funding such a panel would have 
longer-term benefits for both the industry and democracy, and understands that such 
a proposal is currently under consideration by the Welsh Assembly Government. 

Supported by: Bill Walker*, Dennis Robertson*, Adam Ingram*, Colin Beattie*, Colin 
Keir*, Humza Yousaf*, John Mason*, David Torrance*, Jean Urquhart*, Gil Paterson* 

*S4M-02896 Kezia Dugdale: On the Right Path, Children’s Rights in Law in 
Scotland—That the Parliament notes the "On the right path: What difference could 
putting children’s rights in law make in Scotland?" event in the Parliament on 16 May 
2012, jointly organised by Save the Children and UNICEF UK; welcomes the 
commitment of the Scottish Government to establish in law its responsibility to have 
due regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child when 
carrying out its functions; considers that children’s rights are relevant to all aspects of 
law, policy and practice affecting children through being fundamental entitlements 
that secure children’s basic needs and wellbeing; believes that only by 
understanding, respecting and protecting children’s rights, can a society be created 
that reflects the history and values of the nation; seeks cross-party consensus on the 
importance of legislating on children’s rights to ensure that all children and young 
people can develop to their full potential, and calls on the Scottish Government to 
push forward with its plans to establish responsibility in Scots Law for children’s 
rights for the first time. 

*S4M-02884# Jamie Hepburn: Time for an International Arms Trade Treaty—
That the Parliament understands that, in July 2012, the UN will begin negotiations on 
a treaty to better regulate the arms trade; notes that the process toward this was 
instigated in December 2006 when the UN General Assembly adopted resolution 
61/89, Towards an Arms Trade Treaty: establishing common international standards 
for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms; understands that, although 
the trade in arms is not illegal, campaigning organisations, such as Amnesty 
International and Oxfam, have expressed concerns that such weapons are often 
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used to violate human rights; considers that this view was echoed by Sergio de 
Queiroz Duarte who, in December 2010, in his then capacity as the UN High 
Representative for Disarmament Affairs, told the Arms Trade Treaty Preparatory 
Committee that, “in all parts of the world, the ready availability of conventional 
weapons and ammunition has led to human suffering, repression, crime and terror 
among civilian populations”; notes that Amnesty International has estimated that 
more than 1,500 people die every day from armed violence and 85% of all of the 
killings it documents involve guns; further notes that Amnesty International claims 
that two out of three people killed as a result of armed violence die in countries that 
are not at war and 60% of all of the human rights abuses it reports involve the use of 
arms; notes what it understands to be the concerns of many Scots, including those in 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth, regarding the impact of such human rights breaches; 
welcomes the support that has been shown by many member states of the UN, such 
as the UK, France and Germany, to the concept of an arms trade treaty, but 
understands that these three countries are among the world’s biggest arms 
exporters; further welcomes the change in stance of the US Government, under 
President Obama, indicating that it is now in favour of a treaty; would welcome a 
strong arms trade treaty that all member states of the UN can ratify, which restricts 
the trade of arms to regimes that are likely to use them to violate human rights, and 
believes that such a treaty is necessary to achieve a more human rights-centric 
international arms trade. R  

Supported by: Kenneth Gibson, Gordon MacDonald, Richard Lyle, Humza Yousaf, 
Mary Fee, Margaret Burgess, Sandra White, Neil Findlay, Mike MacKenzie*, 
Christina McKelvie*, Bob Doris*, Bill Kidd*, John Park*, Dennis Robertson*, 
Annabelle Ewing*, Colin Keir*, Adam Ingram*, Paul Wheelhouse*, David Torrance*, 
Jean Urquhart* 

S4M-02842♦ Kevin Stewart: National Apprenticeship Week—That the Parliament 
welcomes Skills Development Scotland’s (SDS) National Apprenticeship Week, 
which runs from 21 to 25 May 2012; pays tribute to the 12,000 businesses that 
employ 34,000 modern apprentices in a wide range of sectors across Scotland; 
acknowledges the assistance provided by local authorities, Job Centre Plus, SDS 
and Scotland’s colleges to deliver apprenticeship places; welcomes the Scottish 
Government’s ongoing action on youth employment and apprenticeships, with the 
delivery of a record 25,000 modern apprenticeship places per year; further welcomes 
the Opportunities for All initiative, which guarantees all 16 to 19-year-olds a place in 
education or training; notes that action on youth employment is being coordinated by 
the first dedicated Minister for Youth Employment anywhere in the UK, backed with 
extra Scottish Government funding of £30 million, and welcomes the announcement 
by the Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure and Capital Investment on 9 May 2012 
that around £25 million of European Structural Funding will be available to spend on 
youth employment. 

Supported by: Jean Urquhart*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Paul 
Wheelhouse* 

*S4M-02842.1 Kezia Dugdale: National Apprenticeship Week—As an amendment 
to motion S4M-02842 in the name of Kevin Stewart (National Apprenticeship Week), 
leave out from second "welcomes" to end and insert "notes the value of in-work 
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training and, with caution, the delivery of 25,000 modern apprenticeship places in the 
last year as a means of tackling youth unemployment when it considers that 
evidence exists to suggest that not all of these are new opportunities and many 
places are going to people over 24 years old; understands that the Minister for Youth 
Employment has already spent all of her £18 million budget for 2012-13 on a series 
of initiatives, including £9 million to local authorities without consultation, and without 
a finalised youth employment strategy in place, and calls on the Scottish Government 
to move without delay in bringing forward the finalised youth employment strategy 
and begin getting Scotland’s 100,000 young unemployed people into valuable work." 

Supported by: Patricia Ferguson*, Drew Smith*, Jackie Baillie*, Hugh Henry*, Iain 
Gray*, Margaret McCulloch*, Margaret McDougall*, Mary Fee*, John Pentland*, 
Claudia Beamish*, John Park*, Anne McTaggart* 

 

Motions and amendments which have attracted additional support 

S4M-02898 Who Cares? Scotland (lodged on 15 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Rob 
Gibson*, Joe FitzPatrick*, Clare Adamson*, Mike MacKenzie*, Jackie Baillie*, Nigel 
Don*, Bill Kidd*, Bob Doris*, Colin Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Adam Ingram*, Margaret 
McDougall*, Paul Wheelhouse*, David Torrance*, Gil Paterson*, Willie Coffey* 
 
S4M-02895 Mainstreet Trading Company Wins Independent Bookseller of the 
Year 2012 (lodged on 15 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Mike MacKenzie*, Mary 
Scanlon*, Margaret Mitchell*, Nigel Don*, Bill Kidd*, Jim Eadie*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie 
Hepburn*, Kenneth Gibson*, Graeme Pearson*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02894 St Mirren, Community and Family Champions (lodged on 15 May 
2012) Rob Gibson*, Mike MacKenzie*, Margaret Burgess*, Nigel Don*, Jim Eadie*, 
Dennis Robertson*, Bill Kidd*, Annabelle Ewing*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn*, 
Margaret McDougall*, John Finnie*, Paul Wheelhouse*, David Torrance*, Gil 
Paterson* 
 
S4M-02893 Congratulations to St Mary’s Primary School, Duntocher (lodged on 
15 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Mike MacKenzie*, Jim Eadie*, Bill Kidd*, Colin Keir*, 
Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Adam Ingram*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02891 Ever to Excel (lodged on 15 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Adam Ingram*, 
Mike MacKenzie*, Bill Kidd*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn*, David 
Torrance* 
 
S4M-02890 NHS Lanarkshire Awarded Carbon Trust Standard Certification 
(lodged on 15 May 2012) Paul Wheelhouse*, Rhoda Grant*, Jamie Hepburn*, 
Margaret McDougall*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02889 Cameras Everywhere (lodged on 15 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Colin 
Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn*, John Finnie* 
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S4M-02887 Usdaw Best Practice for Retailers (lodged on 14 May 2012) Jamie 
Hepburn*, Hugh Henry* 
 
S4M-02886 2012 Waterways Renaissance Awards (lodged on 14 May 2012) Jean 
Urquhart*, Humza Yousaf*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn*, Paul 
Wheelhouse*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02885 Maryhill Man Helps Welcome the Olympics to Glasgow (lodged on 
14 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02883 Adult Learners’ Week 2012 (lodged on 14 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, 
Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn*, Paul Wheelhouse*, Margaret 
McDougall*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02882 Congratulations to Aberdeen’s Bling Fling Participants (lodged on 
14 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn*, Paul Wheelhouse*, 
David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02881 Local Authority Administrations (lodged on 14 May 2012) Colin 
Beattie* 
 
S4M-02880 Human Rights Concerns in the Ukraine (lodged on 14 May 2012) 
Jean Urquhart*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02879 TOTAL Denève Series (lodged on 14 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Colin 
Beattie*, Richard Simpson* 
 
S4M-02877 St Michael’s Primary School’s Hard Work Recognised (lodged on 15 
May 2012) Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02876 St Bride’s in Lochranza Celebrates its 300th Anniversary (lodged on 
14 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02875 The One Million Climate Jobs Campaign (lodged on 14 May 2012) 
Jean Urquhart*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02874 Congratulations to SSE on the Opening of its Barkip Anaerobic 
Digestion Plant (lodged on 14 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Colin Keir*, Jamie 
Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02872 Live Below the Line (lodged on 14 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Jamie 
Hepburn*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02871 Samantha to Carry Olympic Torch through Dumbarton (lodged on 14 
May 2012) Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02870 Supporting Key Local Agencies in Helping Young People into 
Education, Training and Employment (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, 
Colin Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
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S4M-02869 Building Technologies Showcase 2012 (lodged on 11 May 2012) 
Colin Beattie* 
 
S4M-02868 Raw Stereo, Live and Unsigned (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jean 
Urquhart*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02865 Burrelton Rovers Win North of Tay Cup (lodged on 11 May 2012) 
Jean Urquhart*, Mike MacKenzie*, Bill Kidd*, Jim Eadie*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin 
Beattie*, Adam Ingram*, Richard Simpson*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02864 Legal Protection of Scotch Whisky (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jackie 
Baillie*, David Stewart*, Colin Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Paul 
Wheelhouse*, Christine Grahame*, David Torrance*, Hugh Henry*, John Park* 
 
S4M-02863 Black Watch Name under Threat (lodged on 11 May 2012) Colin Keir*, 
Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02862 Congratulating Springburn Academy Under-16 Football Team 
(lodged on 11 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02861 Eddie Izzard’s Marathons for Nelson Mandela (lodged on 11 May 
2012) Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Richard Simpson*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02860 Scottish Junior Burnsian 2012 (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jean 
Urquhart*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02859 Foster Care Fortnight (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Jamie 
Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Richard Simpson*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02858 Arthritis Care Awareness Week 2012 (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jamie 
Hepburn*, Richard Simpson*, Paul Wheelhouse*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02857 Cancer Prevention Week 2012 (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jamie 
Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Paul Wheelhouse*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02856 Success of Spring Fling (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, 
Colin Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Paul Wheelhouse* 
 
S4M-02855 And The Winner Is Brewdog, Eventually (lodged on 11 May 2012) 
Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02854 Arthritis Care Awareness Week (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jean 
Urquhart*, Colin Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02853 Children’s Hospice Week 2012 (lodged on 15 May 2012) Jean 
Urquhart*, Duncan McNeil*, Mike MacKenzie*, Mary Scanlon*, Christina McKelvie*, 
Jim Eadie*, Bill Kidd*, John Park*, Adam Ingram*, John Pentland*, Margaret 
McDougall*, David Torrance*, Paul Wheelhouse* 
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S4M-02851 Congratulating Glasgow’s Big Lottery Fund Beneficiaries (lodged on 
11 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Gil Paterson* 
 
S4M-02850 Congratulating the British Lung Foundation on the Commencement 
of the Burrow Hill Training Fund (lodged on 11 May 2012) Aileen McLeod*, Nigel 
Don*, Humza Yousaf*, Dennis Robertson*, Jim Hume*, Annabelle Ewing*, Colin 
Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Margaret Burgess*, Adam Ingram*, Christina McKelvie*, 
Gordon MacDonald*, Bill Walker*, Kevin Stewart*, Liam McArthur*, Colin Beattie*, 
Joan McAlpine*, Jackie Baillie*, Richard Lyle*, Margaret McDougall*, Paul 
Wheelhouse*, David Torrance*, Fiona McLeod*, Anne McTaggart*, Mike 
MacKenzie*, Jean Urquhart* 
 
S4M-02849 Arthritis Care Awareness Week (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jean 
Urquhart*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Paul Wheelhouse* 
 
S4M-02848 Living Streets’ Walk to Work Week 2012 (lodged on 11 May 2012) 
Jean Urquhart*, Rob Gibson*, Mike MacKenzie*, Margaret Burgess*, Bill Kidd*, Colin 
Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Alison Johnstone*, Colin Beattie*, Adam Ingram*, Kenneth 
Gibson*, David Torrance*, Gil Paterson* 
 
S4M-02847 Citizens Advice Scotland, Energy Best Deal Campaign (lodged on 11 
May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, Paul 
Wheelhouse*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02846 Crusader Court 25th Anniversary (lodged on 11 May 2012) Colin 
Beattie*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02845 Seamill Hydro and Auchrannie TripAdvisor Awards (lodged on 14 
May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Colin Keir*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Margaret 
McDougall* 
 
S4M-02844 Radical Changes Required for Patients with Multimorbidity (lodged 
on 11 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance*, 
Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02843 Happy Birthday Radio Orkney (lodged on 11 May 2012) Jamie 
Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02841 Loch Lomond Tourist Guide Launched (lodged on 10 May 2012) 
Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Richard Simpson* 
 
S4M-02840 Dumbarton Accies Win West Of Scotland Cup (lodged on 10 May 
2012) Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02839 Congratulations to Stuart McCrae of Cumbernauld YMCA on 
Lifetime Achievement Award (lodged on 10 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Adam 
Ingram*, Colin Keir*, Colin Beattie* 
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S4M-02838 Alternatives West Dunbartonshire CDS Receives Big Lottery 
Funding (lodged on 10 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Richard 
Simpson*, Jean Urquhart*, Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02837 Congratulations to West Scotland Euroquiz Finalists (lodged on 10 
May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Adam Ingram*, Jamie Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Margaret 
McDougall* 
 
S4M-02836 Inspiring Encounters (lodged on ) Jean Urquhart*, Colin Keir*, Colin 
Beattie* 
 
S4M-02835 Coeliac Awareness Week 2012 (lodged on 10 May 2012) Jamie 
Hepburn*, Colin Beattie*, Margaret McDougall*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02834 Additional Support for People Struggling in the Job Market and 
Vulnerable Parents  (lodged on 10 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02831 Action for Brain Injury Week (lodged on 15 May 2012) Jean Urquhart*, 
Duncan McNeil*, John Pentland*, David Torrance* 
 
S4M-02830 Congratulating MS Revive on the Art Show and Sale (lodged on 09 
May 2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02829 Success of Professor Paul Mealor (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jean 
Urquhart*, Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02828 Gorbals Recycles Funding (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02827 Congratulations to the Trinity Centre (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie 
Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02826 Support for PCS Industrial Action, Thursday 10 May 2012 (lodged on 
09 May 2012) John Pentland* 
 
S4M-02825 International Nurses Day (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn*, 
Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02824 Coeliac Awareness Week (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02823 Congratulations to Linwood High School (lodged on 09 May 2012) 
Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02822 A New Chapter: Public Library Services in the 21st Century (lodged 
on 09 May 2012) Drew Smith* 
 
S4M-02821 Campaign for Hope (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn*, 
Margaret McDougall* 
 
S4M-02820 President-elect Hollande of France (lodged on 09 May 2012) Margaret 
McDougall* 
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S4M-02819 Congratulations to Insch Primary School for Green Flag Award 
(lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02818 Full Steam Ahead for the Engine Shed (lodged on 09 May 2012) 
Jamie Hepburn*, Alison Johnstone* 
 
S4M-02816 Angus Independent Advocacy Empowering Lives (lodged on 09 May 
2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02812 World Fair Trade Day 2012 (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02811 Sammy Barr (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02810 Scottish Borders Biodiversity Week (lodged on 09 May 2012) Jamie 
Hepburn* 
 
S4M-02796 Fauldhouse Has Got Talent (lodged on 08 May 2012) Colin Beattie*, 
Richard Simpson* 
 
S4M-02776 Workers Memorial Day Tribute in West Dunbartonshire (lodged on 
03 May 2012) Jean Urquhart* 
 
S4M-02768 Staff Cuts at the School of Textiles and Design (lodged on 02 May 
2012) Jean Urquhart* 
 
S4M-02761 Sideline Bad Behaviour (lodged on 02 May 2012) Paul Wheelhouse* 
 
S4M-02704 SMC Rejection of Prostate Cancer Drug, Abiraterone (lodged on 25 
April 2012) Claudia Beamish* 
 
S4M-02461 Register to Save a Life (lodged on 23 March 2012) Paul Wheelhouse* 
 
S4M-02102 Equality Network Out for Sport Campaign (lodged on 23 February 
2012) Paul Wheelhouse* 
 
S4M-02085 Congratulations to East Kilbride YM Amateur Football Club (lodged 
on 22 February 2012) Paul Wheelhouse* 
 
S4M-01958 Triumph in Qatar for Paul Lawrie (lodged on 06 February 2012) Helen 
Eadie* 
 
S4M-01946 Fair Employment (lodged on 06 February 2012) Helen Eadie* 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section G – Bills 

New Bills introduced or reprinted on 16 May 2012 

National Library of Scotland Bill––The Bill was reprinted as passed at Stage 3. 
(SP Bill 2B) (Executive Bill) 

Long Leases (Scotland) Bill—The Bill was reprinted as amended at Stage 2. (SP 
Bill 7A) (Executive Bill) 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section H – New Documents 

Subordinate Legislation 
 
Affirmative instruments 
 
The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 16 May 2012 and are 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 

Mental Health (Safety and Security) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 
[draft]  

laid under section 326(4) of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) 
(Scotland) Act 2003 
 

Legal Services (Scotland) Act 2010 (Ancillary Provision) Regulations 2012 
[draft] 
  laid under section 148(2)(a) of the Legal Services (Scotland) Act 2010 
 
Licensed Legal Services (Specification of Regulated Professions) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2012 [draft] 

laid under section 146(3)(a)(vii) of the Legal Services (Scotland) Act 
2010 

Committee Reports 

The following reports were published on 16 May 2012— 

Subordinate Legislation Committee, 24th Report, 2012 (Session 4): 
Subordinate Legislation (SP Paper 126) 

Subordinate Legislation Committee, 25th Report, 2012 (Session 4): Alcohol 
(Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill as amended at Stage 2 (SP Paper 127) 

For further information on accessing committee reports, please contact either 
the relevant clerk or webpage (see end of Bulletin for contact details or access 
general committee webpage) 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 17 May 2012 
Section J – Progress of Legislation 

For further information on the progress of Bills and subordinate legislation, 
contact either the relevant clerk or webpage (see end of Bulletin for details). 
 

Bills in Progress 
A list of all bills in progress can be accessed by the Scottish Parliament 
website at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/576.aspx 

 
For each Bill, the date of the next (or most recent) event in the Bill’s passage is 
given. Other relevant information, e.g. about lodging amendments, is given in italics.  
 
As soon as a Public Bill (i.e. an Executive, Committee or Member’s Bill) has 
completed Stage 1, amendments for consideration at Stage 2 may be lodged; and as 
soon as Stage 2 is completed, amendments for Stage 3 consideration may be 
lodged. The last lodging day for amendments at Stage 2 is three sitting days before 
the meeting at which those amendments will be considered (e.g. Thursday for a 
meeting on Tuesday); at Stage 3 it is four days before. Amendments may be lodged 
until 4.30 pm on any sitting day, except on the last lodging day for Stage 2, when the 
deadline is 12 noon.  
 
A Hybrid Bill is subject to the same rules except in the case of Stage 2 where 
amendments for consideration may be lodged no earlier than the completion of any 
consideration of evidence at Stage 2. 
 
Amendments to Private Bills are subject to different deadlines. These are set out in 
Rule 9A.12 of Standing Orders. 
 
Members are advised to lodge amendments in good time before the beginning of a 
Stage and as early as possible during the day.  
 
(Ex) = Executive Bill; (M) = Member’s Bill; (C) = Committee Bill; (P) = Private Bill; (H) 
= Hybrid Bill. 
 
Agricultural Holdings (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 

Stage 2 completed  9 May 
Stage 3 amendments may now be lodged with the clerks in the  
Legislation Team 
(Legislation_Team@scottish.parliament.uk) 
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Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 
Stage 3 (debate, meeting of the Parliament) 24 May 

All amendments should be lodged by 4.30 pm on Friday  
18 May with the clerks in the Legislation Team 
 (Legislation_Team@scottish.parliament.uk) 

 
Criminal Cases (Punishment and Review) (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 

Stage 2 completed 15 May 
Stage 3 amendments may now be lodged with the clerks in the  
Legislation Team 
(Legislation_Team@scottish.parliament.uk) 

 
Land Registration etc. (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 

Stage 3 (debate, meeting of the Parliament) 31 May 
All amendments should be lodged by 4.30 pm on Friday  
25 May with the clerks in the Legislation Team 
 (Legislation_Team@scottish.parliament.uk) 

  
Local Government Finance (Unoccupied Properties etc.) (Scotland)  
Bill (Ex) 

Stage 1 (evidence, lead committee (Local Government and  
Regeneration)) 16 May 
 

Long Leases (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 
Stage 2 completed 16 May 

Stage 3 amendments may now be lodged with the clerks in the  
Legislation Team 
(Legislation_Team@scottish.parliament.uk) 

 
National Library of Scotland Bill (Ex) 

Passed 16 May 
 
Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 

Stage 1 completed  10 May 
Stage 2 amendments may now be lodged with the clerks in the  
Legislation Team 
(Legislation_Team@scottish.parliament.uk) 

 
Scottish Civil Justice Council and Criminal Legal Assistance Bill (Ex) 

Stage 1 (lead committee (Justice)) 15 May 
 
Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 

Stage 1 (evidence, lead committee (Health and Sport)) 15 May 
Stage 1 (evidence, Subordinate Legislation Committee) 15 May 

 
Welfare Reform (Further Provision) (Scotland) Bill (Ex) 

Stage 1 (debate, meeting of the Parliament) 23 May 
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Stage 1 Report – Welfare Reform Committee (1st Report 2012) 
 

Subordinate legislation in progress 
(date of laying) (Lead Committee)  

 
Instrument subject to approval 
 
Instrument subject to approval by 4 June 2012 
 

 Food Protection (Emergency Prohibitions) (Dalgety Bay) (Scotland) Order 
2012 (SSI 2012/135) (9 May 2012) (Health and Sport) 
 

 
Affirmative instruments 

 
Lead committee to report by 15 May 2012 
 

Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) (Scotland) Regulations 2012 [draft] (21 
March 2012) (Equal Opportunities) 
 

Lead committee to report by 3 June 2012 
 
Official Statistics (Scotland) Amendment Order 2012 [draft] (25 April 2012) 
(Finance) 
 

Lead committee to report by 8 June 2012 
 

Property Factors (Code of Conduct) (Scotland) Order 2012 [draft] (30 April 
2012) (Infrastructure and Capital Investment)  

 
Lead committee to report by 19 June 2012 

 
Public Appointments and Public Bodies etc. (Scotland) Act 2003 (Treatment of 
Office or Body as Specified Authority) Order 2012 [draft] (11 May 2012) 
(Justice)  
 

Lead committee to report by 24 June 2012 
 
Mental Health (Safety and Security) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 
[draft] (16 May 2012) (Health and Sport) 
 
Legal Services (Scotland) Act 2010 (Ancillary Provision) Regulations 2012 
[draft] (16 May 2012) (Justice) 
 
Licensed Legal Services (Specification of Regulated Professions) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2012 [draft] (16 May 2012) (Justice) 
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Negative Instruments 
 
Members should note that the deadline for the lead committee to report by is an 
administrative deadline. Lead committees normally report on negative instruments 
only after considering a motion recommending annulment of the instrument. Where 
Members have queries in relation to this deadline, they should contact the clerks to 
the Subordinate Legislation Committee. 
 
Subject to annulment by 24 May 2012 
Lead committee to report by 14 May 2012 
 

Firemen’s Pension Scheme Amendment (Scotland) Order 2012 (SSI 
2012/106) (30 March 2012) (Local Government and Regeneration) 
 
Firefighters’ Pension Scheme (Scotland) Amendment Order 2012 (SSI 
2012/107) (30 March 2012) (Local Government and Regeneration) 
 
Public Contracts and Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 
2012 (SSI 2012/108) (30 March 2012) (Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment) 
 

Subject to annulment by 29 May 2012 
Lead committee to report by 21 May 2012 

 
Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 (National Parks) (Consequential Provisions) 
Order 2012 (SSI 2012/117) (20 April 2012) (Local Government and 
Regeneration)   
 
Bankruptcy Fees etc. (Scotland) Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/118) (20 April 
2012) (Justice)  
 

Subject to annulment by 1 June 2012 
Lead committee to report by 28 May 2012 

 
Food Additives (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/119) (23 
April 2012) (Health and Sport) 
 

Subject to annulment by 3 June 2012 
Lead committee to report by 28 May 2012 
 

Snares (Training) (Scotland) Order 2012 (SSI 2012/124) (25 April 2012) 
(Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment) 
 

Subject to annulment by 5 June 2012 
Lead committee to report by 28 May 2012 
 

Education (Provision of Information as to Schools) (Scotland) Revocation 
Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/129) (27 April 2012) (Education and Culture) 
 
Education (School and Placing Information) (Scotland) Regulations 2012  
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(SSI 2012/130) (27 April 2012) (Education and Culture) 
 

Subject to annulment by 8 June 2012 
Lead committee to report by 4 June 2012 

 
Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Fish Farming) 
(Scotland) Amendment Order 2012 (SSI 2012/131) (30 April 2012) (Local 
Government and Regeneration) 
   
Mental Health Tribunal for Scotland (Practice and Procedure) (No. 2) 
Amendment Rules 2012 (SSI 2012/132) (30 April 2012) (Health and Sport) 

 
Subject to annulment by 22 June 2012 
Lead committee to report by 18 June 2012 

 
Road Traffic (Permitted Parking Area and Special Parking Area) (East 
Ayrshire Council) Designation Order 2012 (SSI 2012/137) (14 May 2012) 
(Infrastructure and Capital Investment) 
 

 
Parking Attendants (Wearing of Uniforms) (East Ayrshire Council Parking 
Area) Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/138) (14 May 2012) (Infrastructure and 
Capital Investment) 
 
  
Road Traffic (Parking Adjudicators) (East Ayrshire Council) Regulations 2012 
(SSI 2012/139) (14 May 2012) (Infrastructure and Capital Investment) 
 
   
Road Traffic (Permitted Parking Area and Special Parking Area) (South 
Ayrshire Council) Designation Order 2012 (SSI 2012/140) (14 May 2012) 
(Infrastructure and Capital Investment) 
 
   
Parking Attendants (Wearing of Uniforms) (South Ayrshire Council Parking 
Area) Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/141) (14 May 2012) (Infrastructure and 
Capital Investment) 
  
   
Road Traffic (Parking Adjudicators) (South Ayrshire Council) Regulations 2012 
(SSI 2012/142) (14 May 2012) (Infrastructure and Capital Investment) 
 
  
Rural Payments (Appeals) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 (SSI 
2012/143) (14 May 2012) (Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment) 
 

 
Other documents 
Lead committee to report by 11 June 2012 
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Public Services Reform (Planning) (Pre-application consultation) (Scotland) 
Order 2012 and proposed Explanatory Document (SG 2012/52) [draft] (28 
March 2012) (Local Government and Regeneration) 

 
Public Services Reform (Planning) (Local Review Procedure) (Scotland) Order 
2012 and proposed Explanatory Document (SG 2012/53) [draft] (28 March 
2012) (Local Government and Regeneration) 
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Contacts for Further Information 
All telephone numbers 0131 348 XXXX 
Web site: www.scottish.parliament.uk  

General Enquiries 5000 
Chamber Desk (Motions and Questions) 5199 
Parliamentary Business Team (Chamber, Parliamentary Bureau) 5187 
Legislation Team 5277 
Non-Executive Bills Unit (NEBU) 6124 

Committee web sites at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/1569.aspx 

Economy, Energy and Tourism 5214 Contact 
Education and Culture 5222 Contact 
Equal Opportunities 5408 Contact 
European and External Relations 5226 Contact 
Finance 5451 Contact 
Health and Sport 5410 Contact 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment 5229 Contact 
Justice 5047 Contact 
Local Government and Regeneration 5223 Contact 
Public Audit 5236 Contact 
Public Petitions 5254 Contact 
Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment 5242 Contact 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments 5179 Contact 
Subordinate Legislation 5175 Contact 
Welfare Reform 5320 Contact 
 

 
Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/abouttheparliament/16231.aspx 
 
Parliamentary Bureau 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/9977.aspx 
 
The Conveners Group 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/21516.aspx 
 
Scottish Commission for Public Audit 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/1704.aspx 
 
MSP Details 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msps/177.aspx 
 
Glossary 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/769.aspx 
 



 

 

 
Members who would like a printed copy of the Business Bulletin to be forwarded to them should contact 

Document Supply by email (documentsupply@scottish.parliament.uk) or by telephone (x85360) 
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