
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 1, No. 36, Session 6 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 6 October 2021  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Justice and Veterans and then Finance 
and Economy were answered by Cabinet Secretaries, Ministers and the Lord 
Advocate. 
 
2. Ministerial Statement: The Deputy First Minister (John Swinney) made a 
statement and answered questions on Supreme Court Judgement on European 
Charter of Local Self-Government (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill and United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill. 
 
3. Scotland in the World – Championing Progressive Values: The Cabinet 
Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs and Culture (Angus Robertson) 
moved S6M-01527—That the Parliament welcomes the internationalist vision for 
Scotland set out in the Programme for Government and the Scottish Government's 
commitment to be a good global citizen; supports the measures outlined to promote 
progressive values globally and offer practical help to international partners, notably 
a 50% increase in the Scottish Government's International Development Fund and 
doubling of the Just Transition Fund, the opening of additional Scottish Government 
hubs in Copenhagen and Warsaw, and the ambition to align domestic policy 
objectives with the approach to international development; regrets the actions taken 
by the UK Government, particularly since 2016, which have reduced its standing in 
the world, for example the deplorable decision to cut its Official Development 
Assistance by a third, which will hit the world's poorest communities at a time of 
great need; notes the increasingly interdependent nature of the world and the 
necessity of cooperation between nations to address global challenges; welcomes 



 

 

the Scottish Government's commitment to promote democracy, fairness and human 
rights across the world; recognises Scotland's distinctive profile on the world stage, 
and believes that Brexit, which the overwhelming majority of people in Scotland did 
not vote for, is at odds with that internationalist ambition. 
 
Donald Cameron moved amendment S6M-01527.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-01527 in the name of Angus Robertson 
(Scotland in the World - Championing Progressive Values), leave out from 
"welcomes the internationalist" to end and insert "calls on the Scottish 
Government to work constructively with the UK Government in supporting 
international development programmes around the world as well as promoting 
the Scottish diaspora on the world stage; welcomes the UK Government's 
plans for Global Britain, which put the freedom to speak, think and choose at 
the heart of its foreign policy for the decades to come; recognises the UK 
Government's efforts to make the world a safer, cleaner and greener place 
through international alliances such as the AUKUS pact and its Presidency of 
COP26, and notes with concern the level of spending by the Scottish 
Government on overseas offices and its plans to further increase the number of 
such offices." 
 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 28, Against 92, 
Abstentions 0). 

 
Alex Rowley moved amendment S6M-01527.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-01527 in the name of Angus Robertson 
(Scotland in the World - Championing Progressive Values), leave out from 
"welcomes the internationalist" to end and insert "recognises Scotland's 
distinctive profile on the world stage and that successive Scottish 
administrations have sought to support and empower partner countries around 
the world; regrets the actions taken by the UK Government in taking the 
deplorable decision to cut its Official Development Assistance by a third, which 
will hit the world's poorest communities at a time of great need; notes the 
increasingly interdependent nature of the world and the necessity of 
cooperation between nations to address global challenges, including the moral 
responsibility of those in the Global North, including Scotland, to work on 
climate protections for those in the Global South, and the need to end the 
vaccine apartheid; calls on the Scottish Government to support the roll-out and 
sharing of vaccines to the Global South; considers that the Scottish 
Government's failure to address poverty, inequality, intolerance and violence 
against women in Scotland undermines its ability to promote progressive values 
abroad, and regrets the Scottish Government's inaction regarding Police 
Scotland providing training to the police forces of countries, such as Sri Lanka, 
which it considers are engaging in human rights abuses and repression." 
 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 26, Against 94, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 66, Against 54, Abstentions 0). 



 

 

 
4. Business Programme: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George 
Adam), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01558—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
 

(a) the following programme of business— 
 

Tuesday 26 October 2021 
 
2.00 pm Time for Reflection 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 
 
followed by First Minister's Statement: COVID-19 Update 
 
followed by Scottish Government Debate: A Person Centred Approach to Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse 
 
followed by Committee Announcements 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members' Business 
 
Wednesday 27 October 2021 
 
2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Covid Recovery and Parliamentary Business; Net Zero, 
Energy and Transport 
 
followed by Scottish Government Debate: COP26 Action and Ambition 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members' Business  
 
Thursday 28 October 2021 
 
11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 



 

 

 
11.40 am General Questions 
 
12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 
 
followed by Members' Business 
 
2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs and Islands 
 
followed by Scottish Government Debate: Covid Recovery Strategy 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
Tuesday 2 November 2021 
 
2.00 pm Time for Reflection 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 
 
followed by First Minister's Statement: Covid-19 Update 
 
followed by Scottish Government Business 
 
followed by Committee Announcements 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members' Business 
 
Wednesday 3 November 2021 
 
2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Health and Social Care; Social Justice, Housing and 
Local Government 
 
followed by Scottish Government Business 
 



 

 

followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members' Business  
 
Thursday 4 November 2021 
 
11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
11.40 am General Questions 
 
12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 
 
followed by Members' Business 
 
2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
 
followed by Scottish Government Business 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time  
 

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 25 October 
2021, in rule 13.7.3, after the word "except" the words "to the extent to which 
the Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar 
subject matter or" are inserted. 

 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Revision to Business Programme: The Minister for Parliamentary Business 
(George Adam), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01585—That 
the Parliament agrees to the following revision to the programme of business for 
Thursday 7 October 2021— 
 
  
after 
  
followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Carer's Allowance Supplement (Scotland) Bill 
 
  
insert 
  
followed by Withdrawal of SSIs 
 



 

 

The motion was agreed to. 
 
6.  Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01561—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Shetland Islands (Electoral Arrangements) Regulations 2021 [draft] 
be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 92, Against 26, Abstentions 0). 
 
7. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), on 
behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01559—That the Parliament agrees 
that the Na h-Eileanan an Iar (Electoral Arrangements) Regulations 2021 [draft] be 
approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01560—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Orkney Islands (Electoral Arrangements) Regulations 2021 [draft] be 
approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
 
9. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01562—That the Parliament 
agrees that the North Ayrshire (Electoral Arrangements) Regulations 2021 [draft] be 
approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
10. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01563—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (Scotland) 
Amendment Regulations 2021 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
11. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01564—That the Parliament 
agrees that the National Bus Travel Concession Scheme for Young Persons 
(Scotland) Amendment Order 2021 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
12. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01565—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Children's Legal Assistance (Miscellaneous Amendments and 
Consequential Provisions) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 [draft] be approved. 
 



 

 

The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
13. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (George Adam), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01566—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Social Security (Advocacy Service Standards) (Scotland) 
Amendment Regulations 2021 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
14. Substitution on Committees: The Minister for Parliamentary Business 
(George Adam), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01567—That 
the Parliament agrees that; 
 
Liam McArthur be appointed as the Scottish Liberal Democrat substitute on the Rural 
Affairs, Islands and Natural Environment Committee 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton be appointed as the Scottish Liberal Democrat substitute on the 
Education, Children and Young People Committee. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
15. Designation of Lead Committee: The Minister for Parliamentary Business 
(George Adam), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-01568—That 
the Parliament agrees that the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments 
Committee be designated as the lead committee in consideration of the legislative 
consent memorandum on the Elections Bill. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
16. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, and 15 as noted above. 
 
17. A83 Rest and Be Thankful: The Parliament debated S6M-00989 in the name 
of Donald Cameron—That the Parliament recognises what it sees as the ongoing 
frustration felt by communities and businesses across Argyll and Bute as a result of 
the reported continued problems on the A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful pass; 
acknowledges the establishment of the Rest and Be Thankful Campaign group, 
representing 1,500 businesses across Argyll and Bute; notes the group's calls for a 
more robust, long-term solution to the existing road, and for faster action to be taken 
to deliver it; understands that, following public consultation, Transport Scotland has 
identified a new route to replace the existing A83 Rest and Be Thankful pass; 
considers that the timescale set out to achieve this does not meet the urgent needs 
of communities and businesses across Argyll and Bute; notes the view that 
Transport Scotland should explore the potential use of the nearby forestry road as a 
temporary mitigation route, and further notes the calls on the Scottish Government 
and Transport Scotland to work with MSPs from all parties, the Rest and Be Thankful 
Campaign and other local stakeholders to achieve a suitable outcome. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.10 pm. 
 



 

 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

6 October 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 6 October 2021— 
 

Local Government, Housing and Planning Committee, 2nd Report, 2021 
(Session 6): Code of Conduct for Councillors (SP Paper 28) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 
 
Laid Only Instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 6 October 2021 and is 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Social Security Administration and Tribunal Membership (Scotland) Act 2020 
(Commencement No. 4) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/352 (C. 26))  

laid under section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2010 
 

Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 6 October 2021 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service Annual Report and Financial 
Statements For the year ended 31 March 2021 SG/2021/224 laid under Section 
22(5) of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000 
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